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Reaching Out to
Returning Combat
Service Members

A VA/DOD Collaborative Effort

Returning Combat Service

Member Point of Contact
James A. Haley Veterans’ Hospital

13000 Bruce B. Downs Blvd. Stephen Preston

Tel: 813-972-2000 ext. 6173
Tampa, F1. 33612 Stephen.Preston@med.va.gov




Seamless Transition

Program
A VA Healthcare Option

It is our duty and privilege to provide

combat service members with the best

available
@ d = care. The VA
Y L ;'\ ' has devel-
I oped a spe-
cial program,
Phot courtesy 6f the Seamless
www.defenselink.mil Transition Program,
to meet the specific
needs of those returning from Operation
Iraqi Freedom (OIF) and Operation En-
during Freedom (OEF). Many combat
service members have suffered injury
and/or illness related to their hazardous
duty assignment in support of the Global
War on Terrorism. Our goal is to ensure
these service members receive the high-
est quality of care in a timely manner.
The James A Haley Veterans’ Hospital
will continue to examine the unique
needs of OIF/OEF service members and
provide services to meet those needs.
We encourage you to contact Stephen
Preston, Returning Service Member POC
at 813-972-2000 Ext 6173 to assist you
in establishing healthcare services and

to answer any questions you may have.

Available Health Care Services

€ Hospital, outpatient medical, nursing home,
and community-based residential care

€ Dental, pharmacy, and prosthetic services

€ Sexual trauma counseling

€ Specialized women’s healthcare

€ Outreach programs for homeless veterans

€ Mental Health

€ Post-Deployment Readjustment counseling

4 Chaplain Services including marriage and
family counseling

4 Alcohol and drug dependency treatment

€ One of four national lead Brain Injury and
Spinal Cord Injury Centers

€ Case Management through Social Work
Service

€ Medical evaluation for military service expo-
sure: Blast Injuries, Gulf War Exposures,
Agent Orange, lonizing Radiation, and cer-
tain other environmental hazards.

Eligibility

There are many factors used in determin-
ing basic eligibility for VA benefits. These
include the following:

®  Active duty in the Armed Forces with
a discharge or release from active
service under conditions other than
dishonorable conditions establishes
veteran status. The length of time on
active duty may be a factor.

®  Reservist or National Guard mem-
bers can establish eligibility for VA
healthcare benefits only if a presi-
dential order activated them for fed-
eral duty.

® Reservists who are never called to
active duty may qualify for some
benefits through the Veterans Bene-
fits Administration (VBA).

Enroliment

You can apply for VA healthcare by com-
pleting VA form 10-10EZ. The 10-10EZ
may be obtained by visiting, calling, or
writing any VA healthcare facility or the
VBA office. You can also call toll-free at
1-877-222-VETS (1-877-222-8387) or
access the form on the internet at

http://www.va.gov/1010ez.htm.

James A. Haley Veterans’ Hospital
13000 Bruce B. Downs Blvd.
Tampa, FL 33612
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